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viduals who compose the race. Have we any means
of knowing what the ultimate individual good is, so
far as conduct is concerned ?

Going back to fundamental principles we find
happiness to be "our being's end and aim/7 but in
what line of conduct is the greatest happiness to be
found? We have seen that it is not in immediate
enjoyment, but that we often find a larger aggregate
of happiness in postponing present enjoyment for
more distant and wider results. These more distant
results we may find to be desirable only because
they are useful in securing results more distant still.
Is there any final result, or condition, which we may
pronounce to be good in itself, and at which we may
aim as being the ultimate good, the summum bonumt
Mr. Herbert Spencer gives an answer to this question
which seems to me to be more agreeable to reason
than any other. He regards the solution to rest in
the answer to the question whether life itself is a
blessing. Whoever thinks it is not a blessing, can
find no real happiness anywhere. He is a pessimist
and must welcome annihilation, as bringing an end
to present misery. But there are no real pessimists,
at least among the sane. Life is a condition to which
all cling, and for which most other things will be
sacrificed. And if life itself is the supreme desire,
the largest and completest life must be the nearest
approach to pure happiness; not indeed that momen-
tary pleasure which accompanies the activity of any
particular desire or passion, but that greatest aggre-
gate sum of pleasures which is the fruit of the activity
of all the powers of life.